THE   HISTORT   OF   SPIRITUALISM

are interpolated into the account of the apostolic
sitting in the upper room. If a small piece of metal
may upset a whole magnetic installation, so a strong
adverse psychic current may ruin a psychic circle. It
is for this reason, and not on account of any superior
credulity, that practising Spiritualists continually get
such results as are never attained by mere researchers.
This also may be the reason why the one committee
upon which Spiritualists were fairly well represented
was the one which gained the most positive results.
This was the committee which was chosen by the
Dialectical Society of London, a committee which
began its explorations early in 1869 and presented its
report in 1871. If common sense and the ordinary
laws of evidence had been followed in the reception
of this report, the progress of psychic truth would have
been accelerated by fifty years.

Thirty-four gentlemen of standing were appointed
upon this committee, the terms of reference being " to
investigate the phenomena alleged to be spiritual
manifestations." The majority of the members were
certainly in the mood to unmask an imposture, but
they encountered a body of evidence which could not
be disregarded, and they ended by asserting that " the
subject is worthy of more serious attention and careful
investigation than it has hitherto received." This
conclusion so amazed the society which they repre-
sented that they could not get it to publish the find-
ings, so the committee in a spirited way published
them at their own cost, thus giving permanent record
to a most interesting investigation.
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